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History

1883 The brothers Carl and Adolf Vorwerk found the carpet factory ñBarmer Teppichfabrik Vorwerk & Co.ò 

1904 August Mittelsten Scheid joins the company 

1929 Invention of the Kobold hand-held vacuum cleaner 

1930 Start of the Vorwerk direct sales organization 
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History

1943 Dr. Erich and Werner Mittelsten Scheid take over management of the company 

1966 Dr. Jörg Mittelsten Scheid joins the Executive Board 

1968 akf bank is founded 

1971 The ñoriginal Thermomixñ VM 2000 is launched in France 

Since 1980    Increasing internationalization of the Vorwerk Group in its existing business areas



Page 5 Corporate Presentation 

History

2004 JAFRA Cosmetics joins the Vorwerk Group

2009 Start of expansion of existing direct sales with additional sales channels 

2011 Extension of the Kobold vacuum cleaner to a product family around the topic cleaning

2014 Launch of the digital Thermomix® TM5 with innovative guided cooking function

2016 Neato Robotics becomes part of the Vorwerk Group

2018 Launch of the Temial tea machine

2019 Launch Thermomix® TM6

2020 Vorwerk flooring will continue as an independent company outside the Vorwerk Group
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History
Owner family

Werner 

Mittelsten Scheid

Dr. Erich

Mittelsten Scheid

Carl and Adolf Vorwerk found 

the original company, 

Barmer Teppichfabrik 

Vorwerk & Co,

in Wuppertal in 1883. 

August Mittelsten Scheid, 

Carl Vorwerkôs son-in-law, 

becomes sole Managing 

Partner in 1907. 

Werner Mittelsten Scheid 

introduces direct sales

in 1930.

Dr. Erich and Werner Mittelsten 

Scheid take charge of the 

company in 1943. 

Dr. Jörg Mittelsten Scheid joined 

the Executive Board in 1966 and 

was appointed Managing 

Partner in 1969, which post he 

held until 2005. From 2006 until 

the end of 2012, he chaired the 

Supervisory Board, on which he 

continues to sit today as a 

member and as Honorary 

Chairman.

August 

Mittelsten Scheid
Carl 

Vorwerk

Dr. Jörg

Mittelsten Scheid
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Vorwerk
Group
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Vorwerk Group
Brand and product portfolio

Vorwerk Engineering

Vorwerk HOME Portfolio

Vorwerk Diversification Portfolio

Vorwerk Group
Vorwerk Facility 

Management Holding KG
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Vorwerk Group
Facts and figures

Sales by region

Vorwerk has 611.000 people around the world, 

of whom more than 58,000 are independent sales advisors 

in the ĂHomeñ area and more than 541,000 are JAFRA 

Cosmetics Consultants.

Sales subsidiaries and trading partners in 

more than 60 countries.

Partnersô equity: 48 percent

(akf group at equity)
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Sales by division 2019

Group Sales 2019: 

2.928 billion euros

Vorwerk Group
Facts and figures
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Vorwerk Group
Group Council

Dr. Thomas Rodemann
(Managing Partner

Vorwerk International)

Reiner Strecker Dr. Thomas Rodemann Dr. Thomas Stoffmehl Marcel Keller Hauke Paasch


